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0 My name is Sato Tomokazu.

0 Satois my family name, and Tomokazu
is my given name.

O In Japan, the family name comes
before the given name.

0 Sato is one of the most common family
names in Japan.

0 Tomokazu means “intelligence” and
“harmony.”

2000000

O I'm a first-year student at Wakaba
Senior High School.

O I'm fifteen years old, and I'll be sixteen
next month.

O Iwas born on February 12, 1988.

O My birthday is the same as Abraham
Lincoln’s.

300

0 A: Do you have any brothers or
sisters?

0 B: Yes, | have an older brother.

0 He's going to graduate from Toto
University next March and is planning to
join Fujita Electric.

O A: Is he studying engineering at the
university?

O B: No, his major is German literature.
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O A: How many people are there in your
family?

O B: There are four people in my family:
my father, my mother, my younger
brother and I.

O A: What does your father do?

O B: He works for a bank.

O A: Is your mother a housewife?

O B: Yes, but she’s working part-time for
a flower shop.

s oo

O A: Where are you from?

0 B: I'm from Osaka, but I'm also from
Tokyo.

0 A:What do you mean?

O B:lwas born in Osaka.

O Then I moved to Tokyo before | entered
kindergarten.

0 So you can say that | was brought up
in Tokyo.

6 00

O A: Where do you live?

O B: I live in the suburbs of Kamakura
City.

O It's located in the southern part of
Kanagawa Prefecture.

O | came to Kamakura when | was three,
so | have lived there for twelve years.

O A: Is the city comfortable to live in?

0 B: Yes, it's always alive with many
tourists.
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O A: What do you do in your free time?

0 B: | often go on a trip somewhere in
Japan.

O | have visited lots of historical sights,
such as Himeji Castle, Kinkakuji Temple
and so on.

O A: Have you ever been to Britain?

O B: No, | have never been to any foreign
countries.

8 00dnd

O A: Do you take part in any
extracurricular activities?

O B: Yes, I'm in the music club.

O | can play the piano and some other
musical instruments.

0 Now we're very excited because the
day of the concert is coming soon.

O A: Have you decided what to play in
the concert?

0 B: Yes, we're going to play some of
Mozart's symphonies.

o00a0n

O A: Do you easily catch a cold?

O B: No. Fortunately, | haven’t had a cold
for the past five years. How about you?
O A: I'm fine too, but | have some

problems with my teeth.
O | have been going to the dentist since
last year.
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O A: Which subject do you like the best?

O B:Ilike English the best of all subjects.

O A:Are you good at English?

O B: Yes. | had learned English grammar
perfectly when | took the entrance exam.

O | have been going to an English
conversation school for three years, so |
can speak English pretty well, too.

oo oOooo —Ooooboood —

11 0004do

0 A: How many hours do you usually
sleep a day?

O B: I sleep around seven hours.

O A: What time do you usually get up?

O B: On weekdays | get up at six thirty.

0 On weekends | stay up until midnight,
but | try to get up earlier than seven the
next morning.

12 00

0 A: How do you get to school every
day?

O B: I getto school by train.

O First | take the Keio Line to Shinjuku,
and then | change to the Yamanote Line.

0 A: How long does it take from your
house to your school?

0 B: It takes about an hour and a half to
get to school.

I o o |
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O A: That sweater suits you very well.

O Where do you buy all your clothes?

0 B: These days | always buy clothes at
ABC Department Store in Tachikawa.

O They sell shirts, skirts and hats for low
prices.

O A:How faris it from here?

0 B: It's about a ten-minute walk from
Tachikawa Station.

14 000

O A: Which do you like better, Japanese
food or Western food?

O B: | like Western food better than
Japanese food.

O 1 especially like Italian food very much.

O ltalian food is very popular among
young people.

O A: By the way, what's the difference
between Italian food and French food?

0 B: That's a difficult question. | don't
know much about it.

15 00

O A: Who is your favorite author?

0 B: Natsume Soseki. He was a famous
novelist at the beginning of the twentieth
century in Japan.

O A: What is the most impressive book
you have ever read?

O B: “Kokoro.” | have never read such an
interesting novel.

O | have also read “Sanshiro,” but it was
not as interesting as “Kokoro.”
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O A: Do you play any sports?

O B: Yes, | go skiing in the Tohoku district
every winter.

O Most of the mountains in Tohoku will be
covered with snow at this time next
month.

O A: You don't ski in the summer, do
you?

0 B: No, but | play tennis during the
summer.

17 00

O A: What kind of music do you like?

0 B: | love American pop music. My
favorite singer is Mariah Carey.

O I'm crazy about collecting CDs.

O A:When do you listen to CDs?

O B: 1 listen to CDs while taking a walk or
riding a bicycle to school.

18 00O

O A: How often do you go to the movie
theaters?

O B: I go to the movie theaters only three
or four times a year.

O Yesterday | went to see a movie for the
first time in six months.

0 How about you? Do you often see
movies?

O A: Yes, | see a movie once every two
weeks.
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0 A: What do you think of this new
camera?

0 B: It looks nice. How much did it cost?

O A: It was originally 50,000 yen.

0 B: That's a little too expensive for me.

O A: But | bought it at a fifty percent
discount, so | ended up paying only
25,000 yen for it.

2000

0 A: Who does the housework in your
family?

0 B: My mother does. But my younger
sister and | help her on weekends.

O A: What kind of things do you help your
mother with?

O B: We help her with everything, such
as cooking dinner, washing the dishes,
and doing the laundry.

O A: Who do you think the best cook is,
you, your mother or your sister?

O B: It depends. Probably my father likes
dishes my mother makes.
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O A: Excuse me. | got lost.

O How can | get to Tokyo Station?

0 B: Go straight along this street and turn
left at the second corner.

O You will come across a red building on
your right. That's Tokyo Station.

O A: Thank you very much for your help.
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O A: Hello. This is Wada Ayaka.

0 B: Oh, hello, Ayaka. Where are you
now?

O A: I'm still at Haneda Airport.

O There may be a traffic jam and the taxi
hasn’t arrived yet.

O I'm afraid I'll be late for the Christmas
party.

O B: Don’t worry. We’'ll be waiting for you.
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O A: Is something bothering you?

0 B: Some strange man has been
walking around my house these days.

O A: Are you sure? It must be your
imagination.

0 B: It can’t be my imagination.

O Just the other day a thief broke into my
next-door neighbor’s and stole some
precious jewels.

O A: That's awful. You should always be
cautious.
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O A: What happened? Aren't you going
home?

O B: | dropped my wallet, so | have been
looking for it since this morning.

O A: No wonder you look so upset.

0 B: What do you think | should do?

O A: Why don't you talk to the police
about it?

0 Someone may have picked it up and
taken it to the police station.
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O A: What's the matter? You look pale.

O B: | have a fever and a slight
headache.

O A: You must have caught a cold.

O You should see a doctor right away.

O Also, you shouldn't take a bath or a
shower tonight.

0 Take some medicine and go to bed
early, and you will get well soon.
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O A: Itlooks like it's going to rain.
O B: The weather forecast said it will rain
in the afternoon.

O A: I should have brought my umbrella.
0 B: | have two umbrellas with me now.
Shall I lend you one?

O A: Yes, please. Il
tomorrow.

bring it back
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O A: Why don’'t we visit Masaki's house
this evening?

O B: I'd like to go, but | have to finish my
homework by the day after tomorrow.

O A: That's too bad. He's going to show
us the pictures we took at the picnic the
other day.

0 B: That sounds like fun. In that case, I'll
do the homework later.
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O A: May | help you?

O B: I would like to use this telephone,
but something is wrong with it.

O I'm dialing this number every five
minutes, but the line is always busy.

O A:Letmetry. This phone must be out
of order.

0 Why don't you try another phone?
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O A: Mr. Hardy, would you translate this
story into English?

0 B: Well, I'm busy right now, but
tomorrow afternoon is good for me.

O A: Oh, | wish | could put off the
deadline until tomorrow!

0 Could you just give me thirty minutes
today?

0 The sentences are completed for the
most part, so you only have to check the
parts | wasn’t able to write.

O B:Allright. I'll be ready in five minutes.
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O A: May I talk to you for a minute?

O B: Sure. What is it that you want?

O A: 1 have to look after a small child next
Saturday.

O What are some of the things | have to
take care of?

O B: Young children are likely to be very
curious, so make sure you don't leave
any sharp things around the child.
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O The sun is shining brightly, and there
are some clouds in the sky.

O Birds and butterflies are flying here and
there.

0 Two girls are sitting on the bench
across the pond.

0 The girl on the left is drinking
something cold, while the girl on the
right is eating some cookies.

O A hungry boy is asking his mother to
buy him ice cream.
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0 Takuya bought a car two weeks after
he got his driver’s license.

O One day he invited two of his friends to
go for a drive.

0 He drove much faster than usual just
because he wanted to show off his car.

O After he drove half an hour, he was
stopped by a police officer.

O The police officer warned him to drive
more slowly.

0 Takuya promised the police officer that
he would not do it again.
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0 Momoko was supposed to meet her
boyfriend at the back of the museum at
11:00 a.m.

0 She should have taken the No.2 bus,
but she got on the No.3 bus by mistake.

O She finally arrived at the museum at
noon.

O She told her boyfriend that she was
sorry to have kept him waiting for such a
long time.

0 He was very angry with her, and he

went into the museum without saying a

word.
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O Naoki went to a nearby barber to have
his hair cut.

O Three other customers were waiting for
their turn, so he had to spend some time
reading comic books.

O After a while Naoki got tired of reading
comic books and got sleepy.

O Atlast he fell asleep on the sofa.

O A few minutes later a clerk called him
several times, but he didn't wake up.

O The clerk thought that the boy was
tired, so he left him alone.
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0 Awoman with a baby in her arms came
into the waiting room of the hospital.

0 Suddenly, the baby began to cry for
some reason.

0 Some patients tried to stop the baby
from crying, but they didn’t succeed.

0 The voice was so loud that some
people looked annoyed.

0 A moment later, a young man slipped
and fell on his back right in front of the
baby.

0 The baby stopped crying and started
laughing.
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0 One morning, Ms. Tanaka found an
advertisement in the newspaper.

O It said that a small company wanted to
hire some staff.

O She suggested to her husband that he
should apply for the job.

O Mr. Tanaka visited the building, but the
office was closed.

O A man who was cleaning the windows
told him that the company had gone
bankrupt the day before.
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O When Kenta was fishing near the river,
he saw a girl drowning.

0 Nobody was around him, so he
reluctantly decided to help her by
himself.

O He took off his jacket and jumped into
the water.

O As soon as he caught the girl by her
hand, he brought her to the shore.

0 People ran up to them one after
another with worried faces.
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0 Helen took the Tokyo subway alone for
the first time.

O She didn't know where she should get
off, so she spoke to a passenger.

O She had written down some Japanese
expressions on a card in advance in
case she got into trouble.

0 She showed him the card and asked
for help.

O However, it turned out that he spoke
fluent English.

U oobbboooooooooobobog
goooog

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gboooobobboboobuooobgon
U oobbboooooooooobobog
gbooooboobooboobogo
goooog

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gogo

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gooooboog

30000000

O Asuka was hurrying to the station so
that she would be in time for school.

O On her way she saw an old man on the
other side of the road who seemed to be
in trouble.

0 When she asked him what had
happened, he answered that his bicycle
had broken down.

O She was so kind that she repaired the
bicycle.

O By the time she got to the station, the
train had already left.

O Finally she was late for school, but she
was happy that she was able to help the
old man.

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gooogo

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gooobgo

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gboooboobobobobooobg
U oobbboooooooooobobog
goooog

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gooobgooboooobo

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gbooooboobooboobogo
goooog

15 goooo coi-oboooon



400000000 (10)

0 Hitomi wanted to buy a pretty dress,
but she couldn’t afford to buy it with her
own money.

0 She asked her father if she could
borrow her allowance for the next
month.

0 He told her to wait, because there were
only five more days until the next month.

O After all she couldn’'t persuade him to
lend her money.

0 The next day was Hitomi’'s birthday, so
her parents gave her a big box as a
birthday present.

O She opened it and found that it was the
dress she wanted.

o o o O O

O

oo oOooo —oooof —

41 00

O Tokyo is the capital of Japan, and it's
also one of the biggest cities in the
world.

0 Tokyo is the center of Japanese
politics, economy and culture.

0 The Imperial Palace, where the
Japanese Emperor and Empress live, is
also in the center of Tokyo.

O There are more than ten million people
living in Tokyo.

0 This covers about ten percent of
Japan’s population.

42 00000

O There are lots of Japanese traditional
things associated with New Year’s Day.
O Kadomatsu is a decoration made of
pine and bamboo, which is put in front of

the house.

0 Otoshidama is money given to children
by adults during the New Year.

O Hatsumode refers to the first visit to a
shrine or a temple, where people pray
for safety and good health.

O In Japan, there is a superstition that a
dream you see on the first night of
January will come true.
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O About one fifth of Japanese marriages
are the result of an o-miai.

0 O-miai is sometimes translated as
“arranged marriage”, but these are two
different things.

0 O-miai is not actually arranged,
because both parties don't have to
marry against their own will.

O In other words, both parties have the
freedom to choose.

O After all, you could say that English has
no particular word which fits the concept
of o-miai.
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O In Japan, it is customary to give gifts
twice a year to those who have taken
care of you.

O The first gift is sent in the middle of the
summer, and the second gift is sent at
the end of the year.

O Midsummer gifts are called “o-chugen”
while year-end gifts are called “o-seibo”.
0 The purpose of exchanging o-chugen
and o-seibo is to maintain good relations

with one another.
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0 Haiku is a form of poetry peculiar to
Japan which was developed in the Edo
Period.

0 Haiku is made up of only seventeen
syllables and it is thought to be the
shortest poetry in the world.

0 Each haiku must contain a word which
expresses the season.

0 Famous haiku poets are Matsuo
Basho, Yosa Buson and Kobayashi Issa.
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O There are three types of characters in
the Japanese language: hiragana,
katakana and kanji.

0 Kaniji originally comes from China, but
there are some exceptions which were
made in Japan.

O Kanji represents the meanings, while
hiragana and katakana represent the
sounds.

0 Most foreign words are written in
katakana, but they are pronounced quite
differently from the original sounds.

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gboooboobobobobooobg
U oobbboooooooooobobog
goboooboooooboobogn

oo

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gbooobgooboboooobg

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gbooooboobooboobogo
gooooboog

47 00O

0 Hanami was originally a formal event
among rich people in ancient Japan.

0 Believe it or not, it was at first a custom
of viewing plum blossoms.

0 By the late ninth century, the cherry
had replaced the plum.

O Cherry trees are usually in full bloom
around April every year, though it varies
from region to region.

0 There are many places which are
famous for their cherry blossoms, such
as Ueno Park.

O You often see lots of people enjoying
their parties under the cherry trees.
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0 Karaoke refers to music without words
that people can sing to.

0 “Kara” means empty, and “oke” is an
abbreviation of the English word
“orchestra”.

0 Karaoke is one of the most enjoyable
amusements in Japan.

O Many people of all ages and
nationalities enjoy singing their favorite

songs.
O You can feel refreshed and remove
mental stress by singing like a

professional singer.
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0 Sumo, Japanese wrestling, has been
regarded as Japan’s national sport since
the end of the Meiji Period.

O The origin of this sport goes back to
ancient Japan.

O The rules of this sport are not very
complicated.

O If you are pushed out of the ring or any
part of your body touches the ground,
you lose.

0 The strongest sumo wrestlers are
called “yokozuna”.
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O Janken is a simple way to decide who
wins or who loses.

O All you need is one hand to play
janken.

O You make one of three hand gestures:
“gu”,"choki” and “pa”, while shouting
“Janken-pon.”

0 Gu, choki and pa stand for rock,
scissors and paper.

O Gu beats choki, choki beats pa, and pa
beats gu, so none of them can always
be the winner.
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O My best treasure is the special award |
got from my junior high school.

O It proved that | wasn't absent from
school at all for three years.

O | never dreamed that | could achieve
such a feat, because | often got sick
before | graduated from elementary
school.

0 So I'm very proud of myself for being
healthy even though | don't intend to
brag about it.
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0 The most memorable place I've ever
been to is my grandfather’s house in
Nagano.

0 When | was a child, my grandfather
and | would often play together in the
large garden.

O He was very active for his age, and he
was good at any kind of sport.

O If I remember correctly, he never
scolded me though | was quite a
naughty boy.

0 He was so generous that he rarely
refused to listen to my selfish requests.
0 He passed away two years ago due to
a serious heart disease, but | will never
forget the happy times we spent

together.

o o o o

O

O

s3sOooooon

O The most frightening memory | have is
when | was almost run over by a truck
on my way to school.

0 That day I left for school as usual, but |
noticed that | forgot to turn off the air
conditioner.

O I quickly ran back home, but because |
was in a hurry, | crossed the road before
the traffic light turned green.

0 Just then a truck happened to
approach the intersection.

0 The driver noticed me and suddenly
stopped. Otherwise | would have been
hit by the truck and been killed.

O O

O

o O
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0 The teacher who impressed me the
most is Mr. Kudo.

0 He was our physical education teacher,
and also our homeroom teacher.

0 He was so strict that he was more or
less feared by many students.

O Still, we always relied on him because
he showed great passion for instructing
us.

O Without his support, | could not have
achieved my goal of swimming one
kilometer.

O o o O

O
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0 The person | respect the most is
Thomas Edison.

O According to his biography, he was not
only talented but also hardworking.

0 When he was absorbed in an
experiment, he slept only a few hours a
day.

O There is no doubt that his inventions
have contributed greatly to our lives.

0 We have received benefit from many
electric products that he invented, which
have been applied to the Iatest
technology.

0 He was very poor when he was young,
but I'm sure he lived happily all his life.
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O If | have the chance to work as a
volunteer, | want to collect contributions
in order to save the poor people in
developing countries.

O In one year, more than ten million
people in the world die due to severe
food shortage.

O Poverty results from many factors, and
one of them is that there are many
religious battles inside these developing
countries.

O | feel sorry for the starving citizens who
have nothing to do with these religious
battles.

O Through volunteer activities, | want to
make many people know that these
miserable victims exist.

U obboboooooooobobooboogd
goooobooboobooboogo
gboooboooon

O booooooiweobbooooooo
gboooboboobobobooboobd
U gbobobooobobobooo
goooobooboobooboogo
goooobooboobooboogo
oo

U obboboooooooobobooboogd
gbooobobobobooboobgon
U gbobobooobobobooo
goooobooboobooboogo
gboobobooboboobgd

21 goooo coi-oboooon



sraogooaogd

O | want to become a journalist so that |
can travel around China on business.

O There are some reasons why China
attracts me so much.

O First, Japanese history has greatly
been affected by China, which has a
very old civilization.

0 China and Japan have not only
imported and exported lots of goods, but
also introduced culture to each other.

0 Second, China is a large country,
which is twenty-six times as large as
Japan.

O | sometimes feel like breathing
pleasant air in the beautiful scenery of
the Chinese mountains.
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O I'm interested in
environmental problems.

O There are various kinds of
environmental problems on the earth,
such as acid rain, ozone destruction,
water pollution and so on.

O As long as we continue to live
carelessly, these problems will cause
more serious damage to us before we
are aware of it.

0 Environmental problems are, so to
speak, battles against nature.

O If we want to keep coexisting with
nature, we must stop fighting and
cooperate with one another across
international borders.

O In the future, | want to study science
hard enough to deal with some of these
problems.

learning about
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O Once | enter a university, | want to
study computers and economics.

0 Computers play an important role in
our society, so | want to keep up with the
progress.

O | believe that learning how to use a
personal computer will be useful no
matter what kind of occupation | may
have.

O I'm also very interested in economics,
because most of the news we hear
every day seems to be closely related to
the economy.

O They say that economy in Japan is in
bad shape at present.

0 Whether business recovers or not will
depend on how Japan can make an
appropriate policy based on the theory
of economics.
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O 1 will be a diplomat five years from now.

O | will be discussing how to prevent
wars with  foreign  ministers at
international conferences.

O | will be emphasizing how important it
is to destroy nuclear weapons and
maintain world peace forever.

O As the international situation becomes
complicated, people will expect more
and more from diplomats.

O In order to achieve this dream, | will
begin to practice speaking foreign
languages from now on.

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gogo

U gbobobooboboboog
gbooooboobooboobogo
gooobgooboooobo

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gbooooboobooboobogo
goooobooobo

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gbooooboobooboobogo
gooooboog

U oobbboooooooooobobog
gboooobobboboobuooobgon

23 goooo coi-oboooon



oo oOoooob —Oo00Ooood —

61 000000

0 Thank you for the invitation to your
wedding ceremony.

O | was surprised to hear that you were
going to marry Jane.

O I wanted to attend at least the party, but
unfortunately, I have another
appointment.

O It's a pity that | can't attend such a
wonderful occasion.

0 Please say hello to Jane and her
relatives.
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O I'll be an exchange student and visit
San Francisco during this summer
vacation.

O | was told today that I'll be staying at
your house for two weeks, from July 28
to August 10.

O | hear that San Francisco is a very
beautiful town, so | can’t wait for the day
to come.

O I'm a little nervous because this is my
first visit to a foreign country.

O | haven't prepared anything for the trip
yet, except that | started studying about
the United States.

O Anyway, I'm looking forward to meeting
you and your family.
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O | was really shocked when | heard that
you were injured in a traffic accident.

O Now I'm just relieved to hear that it's
not serious.

0 Staying in the hospital
uncomfortable and boring.

O This is a good opportunity for you to
take some rest from your busy schedule.

O Just take it easy and forget about

studying for a while. | can help you after

you leave the hospital.

must be
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O I'm very happy to receive e-mail from
you.

O I'm interested in Canada, so I'm lucky
to be friends with a Canadian student
like you.

O I'm thinking of going abroad to study in
the near future, and | especially have a
longing for Canada.

O | need to improve my skill of English
composition, and that's why | decided to
exchange e-mails in English.

O At first sight, Japanese students may
appear indifferent to international
communication.

0 Actually most of them, including
myself, are very positive about it.
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0 As | mentioned in the last letter, |
transferred to a school in Shibuya this
April.

O Two weeks have passed since | started
going to the new school.

O I'm not used to the new atmosphere,
and I'm quite confused.

O | especially have difficulty getting along
with my classmates, so | always feel
lonely during break time.

O I'm also not satisfied with the long
hours of commuting.

O For all these reasons | feel sad and

depressed, although | pretend to be

satisfied in the presence of everyone else.
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O At our school festival | listened to your
lecture for the first time in a long time.

O | remember that you referred to the
lack of manners of people in public.

O You said that Japanese young people
today are getting more impolite, and |
strongly agree with you.

O It's disappointing that our school was
recently criticized by the railway
company because many students threw
away garbage on the trains.

O Although I'm careful not to be a
nuisance to others, I'm ashamed that |
can't control the behavior of the other
students.
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O | received my order this morning, but it
was not what | had ordered.

0 | wanted a black coat with three
buttons, but what | got was completely
different.

0 The spelling of my name that you
sewed on the coat is also wrong.

O Moreover, | was supposed to have
received it last week, but the parcel
arrived one week later than the expected
date.

O | was disappointed to find that a big
company like yours had made so many
mistakes at the same time.

O 1 hope you will send me the correct
item as soon as possible.
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O I'm delighted to hear that you won the
championship in the judo tournament.

0 You have been an excellent player
since you were in junior high school.

O In those days | was envious of your
success, and | used to practice hard to
catch up with you.

O You often say you're just lucky, but I
admire your persistent effort and strong
will.

O | hope you'll do your best again in the
next tournament.

O If you have time, let's have lunch
together some day. Let me congratulate
you in person.
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0 I'm going to take part in the English
speech contest as a representative of
our class.

O |1 finished writing my speech earlier
than | had expected, so | had time to
have it corrected by a native speaker of
English.

O I read it aloud again and again until |
managed to learn all the sentences by
heart.

O But I'm not confident in my
pronunciation, so I'm very anxious about
it.

0 There are only two weeks left before
the day of the contest.

O | would appreciate it if you could give
me some advice on how to pronounce
English naturally.

naoooood

O I must apologize to you for saying such
a terrible thing.

O Frankly speaking, | thought that you
were joking, so | didn't pay attention to
anything you said.

O It was not until I got home that |
realized that you were not telling a lie.

O | regret that | had prejudice against
your personality.

0 Please understand that | didn’t mean to
hurt your feelings.
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O Itis not too much to say that computers
are indispensable to our daily lives.

0 Computers can not only accumulate
enormous amounts of information but
also analyze information with surprising
speed.

O | wonder what modern life would be
like without computers.

0 However, we must not forget that
computers are not always perfect.

O It is we humans, not computers, who
must take responsibility for any trouble
caused by incorrect actions by
computers.
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0 We can hardly imagine our lives
without television.

0 According to a survey, average
Japanese people spend two hours a day
watching television.

O Thanks to television, we can get useful
information just by pressing a button at
home.

0 We can receive latest news from all
over the world right on time.

0 On the other hand, if we watch
television for too long, our ability to think
may weaken.

0 Many adults also worry that violent
scenes may have a bad influence on
children.
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O It is common sense that smoking is
bad for health.

O Recent studies have discovered
evidence that cigarette smoke is harmful
to not only smokers but also
nonsmokers.

0 As a result, nonsmokers’ movement
against smoking is getting more severe.
0 Today, most offices allow smoking only

in smoking areas.

O It is also prohibited in most public
transportation including airplanes.

O In the future, smokers will have a
harder time finding places to smoke.
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O As the Internet has come into wider
use, there has been a steady increase in
the number of people who communicate
by e-mail.

0 E-mail has many advantages over
phones and letters.

O Firstly, it takes only a few seconds to
send and receive messages even if you
want to get in touch with someone far
away.

O Secondly, you can send a message to
people living in foreign countries
cheaply.

O Thirdly, you can send the same
message to many addresses at the
same time.
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O Nowadays, the amount of garbage is
rapidly increasing.

O The increase in garbage is a serious
problem, so every one of us must make
an effort to reduce garbage.

O The government is always
emphasizing the importance of recycling
to the public.

O Separating garbage into different kinds
is now taken for granted in Japan.

0 One good way to avoid wasting natural
resources is to bring our own plastic
bags when going shopping.

0 We should always keep in mind that
these small habits will directly lead to the
prevention of energy crisis.
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O During the past few decades, what is
called the greenhouse effect has
become one of the hottest topics all over
the world.

0 The main cause of the greenhouse
effect is the increase in human’s
consumption of carbon dioxide through
burning fossil fuels.

O Increased carbon dioxide prevents the
sun’s heat from escaping from the earth
and causes temperature to go up.

O Scientists warn that global warming will
lead to significant changes in the earth’s
climate, and that it will be the greatest
threat to our environment.

O It will be necessary to increase mutual
understanding among countries in order
to solve various problems caused by
global warming.
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0 Since the Industrial Revolution, most
developed countries have promoted
industrialization in order to raise the
standard of living.

O It is true that industrialization has
enabled us to live comfortable lives.

0 However, today we are faced with
serious problems which endanger the
survival of humans, plants and animals.

O Can we really say that our lives have
improved since a couple of hundred
years ago?

0 One of the tasks for the twenty-first

century is to come up with a solution that

will  protect the environment while
acquiring industrial development.
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O With the decrease in physical labor,
women have come to play important
roles in many aspects of society.

O The idea that women should stay home
has already become out of date.

O However, it is difficult to say that
employment opportunities for men and
women are equal.

O The average wage of female workers is
still low compared with that of male
workers.

O Our society must give equal
opportunities to everyone regardless of
sex.
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O It is often said that we are in an aging
society.

O It is estimated that by the year 2025
the proportion of the elderly people will
have exceeded 25 percent of the
country’s population.

0 There are mainly two reasons why
Japan has become an aging society so
rapidly.

0 One is the longer average life span,
and the other is the decrease in the
birthrate.

0 The problems concerning this aging
society are becoming more and more
serious every yeatr.

0 Among other things, Japan must
increase the opportunities for elderly
people to work, and also improve the
medical system and nursing institutions.
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O Most people admit that organ
transplants are desirable from a medical
point of view.

O However, organ transplant involves lots
of legal, ethical, and moral problems.

O Brain death has recently been
recognized as the real death in Japan.

O But even now, when it comes to organ
transplant, problems concerning the
definition of death are inevitable.

0 There are hundreds of thousands of
people in the whole country who suffer
from serious disease.

O | myself will be willing to be a donor,
because donating organs is the only
thing | can do to cure these people.
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O Unlike in other countries, being modest
is considered to be a virtue in Japan.

O In a sense, I'm very proud of this
culture, but in some cases it causes
funny misunderstanding among foreign
people.

O For example, when treating guests or
giving gifts to someone, Japanese
people customarily say “this is a trivial
thing”.

0 When most foreign people hear this,
they can’t help thinking “Why do they
take the time to prepare such a trivial
thing?”

0 For another example, | sometimes
unconsciously say “I can’t speak English
at all”, but come to think of it, it's a clear
contradiction.
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0 Japanese people have a tendency to
interpret “internationalization” as
“Westernization”.

O | don't think that internationalization is
giving up Japanese tradition and
adopting any advanced Western things.

O In order to become a real international
country, Japan should rather keep its
own culture.

0 Many Japanese people may feel that
they can’t explain Japan well enough to
foreigners.

O It is only when we know more about

our role in the international society that

Japan will be accepted as an international

country.
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O It is often pointed out that Japanese
people are poor at interacting with
foreigners.

0 Today, as we know, lots of foreigners
study and work in Japan.

O We all need to accept their culture with
an open mind to remove confusion.

O This is also true of many Japanese
business people and students who live
outside Japan.

O They have to make an effort to get over
culture shock and get used to different
cultures.
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O The biggest problem of the Japanese
educational system is that it makes
every student think and act the same
way.

O A typical example of this is strict school
rules.

O In Japanese schools, behaving the
same way as other students is regarded
as a good thing.

O In many cases, this idea results in
bullying or making fun of students who
cannot behave like others.

O | once read an article that a certain
teacher discriminated against a boy who
drew pictures in an unusual way, instead
of praising him.

O | had never felt so strongly that Japan
must learn more from European and
American educational system which
values individuality.
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0 Most Japanese students study English
for almost ten years at school, but few of
them can express themselves freely and
logically in English.

0 Schools in Japan concentrate on
reading and writing, but think little of
English as a means of communication.

0 However, it would be a mistake to
blame everything on the school.

0 How many people do you think have a
definite purpose for studying English?

O The stronger our ambition is to master
English, the faster we are able to master
it.
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O There is no denying that in Japanese
cram schools, memorization is valued
over creativity.

O It is a well-known fact that people can
memorize lots of things efficiently while
they are young.

O This way of thinking forces students to
learn too many things without being
conscious of what each of them means
to their lives.

O It seems natural that students will lose
interest in studying because of this kind
of cramming.

O In fact, not a few students seem to lose
their purpose for studying soon after
they pass the university entrance
exams.

O If we focus more on creativity, then we
will be more successful in various fields
of academics.
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O When many people talk about
education, they only take classes at
school into consideration.

O In my opinion, true education lies in
family life rather than school.

O Children can experience lots of basic
things while they are having meals,
playing, and helping their parents with
the housework.

O Most parents tend to underestimate the
educational value of a family.

O In reality, the habits and knowledge
that children learn in family life will
determine their lives to a great extent.

0 Therefore, the parents have great
responsibility for the future of their
children.
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0 Recently, more and more teenagers
have been punished for committing
serious crimes, which is often taken up
as a social problem.

0 The word “kireru”, which has become a
social phenomenon, means that
students suddenly behave in a ridiculous
way, such as injuring people with knives.

O As a person of the same generation, |
can't ignore the problem of crime by
teenagers.

O 1 think both schools and families are
responsible for these actions.

0 The phrase “Why did such a good
student do something like that?” is often
heard only after the tragedy actually
happens.

O This clearly shows that the teachers
and parents have overlooked his or her
limit of patience.
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O More than two thirds of Japanese high
schools allow students to work part-time.

0 On the other hand, some teachers
have a negative attitude toward
part-time jobs for high school students.

O This is partly because they don't think
it's good for students to have more
money than is needed.

O Our school prohibits us from working
part-time, but a friend of mine is
breaking the rule and working without
permission.

O | know that he wants to feel
independent of his parents, and | hope
that working is a valuable experience for
him.

0 What | want to say is that students are
not necessarily working just for earning
money.
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O The law has recently been revised and
the school week has been reduced from
six days to five days.

O Needless to say, this reform has given
students more free time.

0 Some students can find something
they want to do without difficulty.

O I'm sure that free time broadens their
mind and helps develop their creativity.

O However, others don’t know how they
should spend their free time, so there is
fear that the levels of their academic
abilities may go down.

O Therefore, this school reform will be a
blessing to the former, but it will be a
curse to the latter.
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O | support the system of wearing school
uniforms.

O For one reason, students can save
time deciding what to wear every
morning.

O If students do not have to worry about
what they wear, then they can
concentrate more on studying.

O For another reason, school uniforms
cut down on clothing expenses, because
students wear the same uniform five
days a week.

O For yet another reason, school
uniforms make students feel that each
one of them is treated as a member of
the school.
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O | can't put up with the rule of wearing
school uniforms.

O As far as the system of school uniforms
is concerned, almost all of my
classmates are fed up with school rules.

0 We are always complaining that this
disgusting rule deprives us of freedom to
express ourselves.

O It seems as if school uniforms were
encouraging us to think the same way
as others.

O This kind of education is no longer
effective to students of our generation.

0 Since we live in an age when
personality is highly valued, school
uniforms should be abolished within a
year if possible.
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O | think it's a very good idea to teach
English to elementary school students.

O English is an international language, so
children who have mastered English can
communicate with people from most
parts of the world.

0 Scholars have concluded that you
should start training your ears as early
as possible.

0 Being afraid of failing is often a barrier
in learning a language.

O However, it is easy for children to learn
a language because they don't hesitate
to make mistakes.

O Therefore, English education should be
introduced to elementary schools as
early as possible.
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O | disagree with the idea of teaching
English to small children.

O First of all, learning a foreign language
is a heavy burden for children who can't
even speak Japanese well.

O It is easily expected that they will
confuse the two languages in their
heads.

0 Besides, once they come to hate
English from excessive studying, it is too
difficult for them to become interested in
English in the future.

O 1 don't want children to learn English

until they have mastered Japanese to

some extent.
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O | prefer to live in the city rather than live
in the countryside.

O Living in the city is not always good,
but it has many advantages.

O Firstly, the city is full of attractive goods
and amusements; people can follow
fashion or enjoy delicious food.

O Secondly, most buildings are filled with
advanced equipment which is
convenient for physically disabled
people not to mention normal people.

O Lastly, there are good transportation
systems, so it's not necessary to have a
car.

0 Generally speaking, younger people
seem to like living in the city.
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O If I were asked where | wanted to live, |
would immediately choose living in the
countryside.

O There are three main reasons for this;
the prices are low, the trains aren't
crowded, and the air is fresh.

O Of course, there are
disadvantages to living in
countryside.

O In conclusion, it is up to each person
whether he or she lives in the city or the
countryside.
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O People under twenty years old should
have the right to vote.

O In my opinion, the right to vote should
be given to people who are sixteen or
older.

0 You may doubt if sixteen-year-olds
have grown up enough to elect
representatives.

O On the contrary, they can elect from
the viewpoint of young people.

0 For example, they can fairly judge
whose opinion is the most appropriate
when it comes to school reform
problems.

O Above all, don't you think it's strange
that young people who must pay
consumption tax can't elect a candidate?
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O Idon't think that teenagers should have
the right to vote, because they can't
think seriously about the future of the
community.

O They must study hard about politics
and economics before they can vote.

O If they were allowed to vote for
representatives, popular people such as
TV celebrities would win the election.

O Similarly, politicians might change their
behavior to gain popularity among young
people.
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O In recent years cellular phones have
become increasingly popular.

0 Today more than one out of two people
in Japan have a cellular phone.

O Cellular phones are very convenient
especially for business, because you
can get in touch with people anytime,
anywhere.

O By having a cellular phone, business
people will not miss important phone
calls even when they are away from the
office.

O It's also helpful when you are going to
be late for an appointment or when you
are involved in an accident.

0 Therefore, | strongly believe that
cellular phones have become a
necessity to modern people.
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O | have long questioned the increasing
use of cellular phones.

O 1 want to insist that cellular phones
should be used only in case of
emergency.

O First, cellular phones may invade your
privacy, because you find it impossible
to make excuses for not answering the
phone.

0 Second, noisy bells and ill-mannered
conversations on trains disturb other
people.

O Third, it is very dangerous to talk on
the phone while driving.
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Do you think that *cram schools are good for Japanese students?

Your essay must have three paragraphs according to the instructions below:

(1) In the first paragraph of the essay, clearly state your opinion.

(2) In the second paragraph, give your reasons to support your opinion

(3) In the last paragraph, write a conclusion to summarize your opinion and the reasons in
brief.

(@) cramschoolsC O OO OO
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To the Editor:
| read the article “Cloning: It Isn't Just for Sheep Anymore” with great interest. | think the
government (1)[O0 should 0O should not] support research on cloning people because
2) . Furthermore, (3)

Sincerely,

Taro Yamashita
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Maiko and Yuriko have just watched their friend Kazuko lose a tennis match. Maiko is

surprised by the match results, whereas Yuriko isn’'t. On their way home they are discussing

their different opinions.

Maiko: “Too bad Kazuko lost. Normally she’s an excellent player, but today
1)

Yuriko: “Oh, | don't think that's the real reason she lost. Just last month
) .So (3) . And, of course, if a tennis

player doesn't do that, she’s in trouble.”
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January 5, 2000
Dear Tom,

How do you do? My name is Taro Tsukuba. I'm going to be one of the exchange students sent
to your city by your sister city Tokyo. | was told today that my host family in America is going to
be your family.

10
20
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50

I’'m looking forward to hearing from you very soon.

Sincerely,

[72) OOOOO0ODOCO0OD LizOOOOODOOOODOOOOOOOOODOOODOOOOOO
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“Why are you laughing? Is there anything wrong with these Japanese characters? | don't know
the meaning, but | found them pretty as a design to put on a sweater | was knitting.”
000000 o00ooOooooooso0onooooooooon
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0 0O 0O JiroO “I think we should go to Australia in the Winter Vacation. We can have a week of
summer in the middle of winter.”
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10 Susan’s father was reading a newspaper when he noticed her happily getting ready to go out,
so he asked her where she was going.
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In an everyday life, we see active and energetic old people enjoying a variety of social
activities(OOODOODOODOODOODOODOOD 140017000000000)

In an everyday life, we often see old people who are lonely, depressed, or physically weak.(O O
O0000O0O0oO0O0oOoOoOoOoOoOoOO0OO 140017000000000)
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[82] OOCOOODOOOOD40000000O0O0DDOOODO

[83] Suppose that you want to go to a foreign country to study there for several years, but that
you are still wondering whether your choice is right for your future. Write a letter in about 150
words in English to one of your teachers explaining your choice and asking for advice. Choose

any foreign country, university, major, etc. and, where necessary, invent names and addresses.

[84] OODODOOODOOODOOOOSOOUODOOODOOOODODO
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[86] As a university student, you will encounter many new problems that you have never had to
deal with before. What are three NEW problems you expect to encounter as a university student

and how do you plan to deal with those problems?

[87]0 0000000000000 00O00O00O0O0O00O0O0O0N0N0N0N0N0NON0NONONONONONOoOoOo
gooooooooooo

“A visit to a realtor's* office is perhaps the newcomer’s most shocking experience. The realtor
will be brutally candid. He will tell the newcomer bluntly that most of the landlords* he works
with do not rent to foreigners, and that those landlords who do rent to foreigners always charge
foreigners more. An even greater shock will be if a foreigner enters a bar alone for a drink. The
owner will rush at him with his arms crossed, shouting, ‘Foreigners get out’ or ‘Foreigners not
allowed!”

O realtor DOOODO landlord OO
gooooooooOoOoOoOoOoOOOOOOODOODOODOODOODOODOOOOOOOOOOOOO0O0
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I received a letter from a young mother living in Tokyo. She said that she had traveled to the
United States with two small children and had been impressed by a society that gives priority to
mothers with children. She also wrote that on a bus there, a young local woman gave her seat to
her, but that the many young Japanese sitting down in the bus did not give up their seats to an

old local woman.

[0 000000000 0DODOO000OO00ODOOOO0DOI00000DOOODO
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[93] DOOOOOOO1000 130000000000 OOOOO
You can put three things into a time capsule that will be sealed and opened again 100 years
later. This capsule is supposed to show what life in Japan was like in 1996. What things would

you choose to put in, and why?

[94] Has technology changed our lives for better or worse?

Please explain your opinion in about 100 words.

[95] OO OO0OOOO0OOOO00OOOO00OO0O00OO0O0ODOOoODOOoOOOoDOOoDOoOoOoDO
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[96] OO OO0 1000000000000000
Recently there has been an increase in serious crime in Japan. What do you think is the reason

for this increase?

[97] OOODODOODOODOODOOOOODOOOOOOOO 80000 100000000000D0OO
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‘Familiarity breeds contempt.” This proverb, dating from ancient Rome, suggests that a closer
acquaintance with someone will result in a lessening of respect. For ordinary employees who see
the president of their company only once a year, at a distance, he will always be perfect. But the
president’s personal assistants know him so well, strong points and weak points, that they will
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inevitably see him as less of a hero or superman.

Similarly, one of Aesop’s Fables describes how the fox becomes less scared of the lion after they
have met several times.

The same is true of jobs and activities. Familiarity even with dangerous jobs may sometimes
make people forget to be careful.

[98] DOOOOODOODOODOOOODOeeOOODOOOOOODOODO

Imagine that in order to increase the time spent studying during the school years it has been
decided to make it illegal for people under the age of 18 to watch television.

Would you agree or disagree with this decision? Give your reasons.
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