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Because of the belief that all Americans need an education that allows them to become

self-sufficient, contributing members of a democratic society, schools have always given

serious attention to students who are at risk of failure. Special programs for providing
extra help in critical subjects and skills have been a feature of American schools for at least
half a century.
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Most foreigners are surprised by what they find when they come into contact with Japan
for the first time. Japan has a bad image abroad. The country is seen as an overcrowded
place where concern with technology and material progress has overwhelmed the more
gracious aspects of life. And so it is a pleasant discovery for many visitors to encounter a

gentle, tranquil people who place great emphasis on preserving their centuries-old

traditions and have a highly developed sense of beauty.
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